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Janis McMath
Editor-in-Chief
Due to wildfire smoke, BC’s air quality has been consistently fluctuating. 
Wildfire smoke comes with many 
different pollutants—but according to 
HealthLinkBC the “biggest public health 
concern from outdoor air pollution” is fine 
particulate matter. These 2.5 micrometre 
liquid or solid particles can be drawn deep 
into the lungs and bloodstream, causing 
health problems like inflammation. Also, 
due to their microscopic size, they are 
difficult to remove from the air.
There are many reasons that PM2.5 
(referring to their diameter) build up. It 
is often observed when there is forest fire 
smoke—in 2018, Metro Vancouver stayed 
under forest fire air quality advisories for 18 
days—but there are other ways they build 
up. Last year, parts of the province had 
record low temperatures due to an Arctic 
polar vortex that moved across Canada 
from January to February. These frigid 
and consistent conditions coupled with 
residential wood burning actually lead to 
PM2.5 air quality advisories. Residential 
wood burning is actually one of the largest 
sources of PM2.5 aside from forest fires—
other sources include “furnaces, tobacco 
smoke, and all mobile vehicles, especially 
those with diesel engines.”
Here in BC we are lucky to know that 
our Air Quality Health Index (AQHI) 
consistently indicates that we are in a 
healthy area. Another common measure 
of air quality is the Air Quality Index, 
otherwise known as the AQI. This measure 
is often used by other countries, but 
this system is broader and takes both 
environmental and health concerns into 
account; the AQHI focuses on the elements 
of air quality that are harmful to humans. 
The index goes from 1 to 10 with 1 to 3 as 
very low risk, 4 to 6 as moderate risk, 6 to 
10 as high risk, and 10+ as very high risk. 
On October 5, Metro Vancouver had an 
AQHI rating of three.
All of this serves as a reminder to 
be grateful that our air quality issues are 
temporary; Vancouver’s average AQHI has 
hovered around an average of two since 
2007. While surgical face masks can prove 
to be helpful when the air quality is poor, 
places like Beijing must utilize face masks 
specifically made for pollution (the masks 
have special filters.) BC might be suffering 
from the smoke now, but at least there is a 
promise of clearer days.
On to Cincinnati,
JANIS
Janis McMath
All about BC air quality
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Have an idea for a story?
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news // no. 3
• New Vancouver ad campaign offers 
future parents birthing guidance
• An Interview with BC Green Party 
Leader Sonia Furstenau
...and more
CJ Sommerfeld
Staff Writer
A new ad campaign has swept across Vancouver billboards and bus stops. 
The campaign titled “One planet, one 
child” confronts future parents in making 
informed contraception choices. The 
non-profit that commissioned the ads, 
World Population Balance, advocates for 
smaller family sizes as a means of reducing 
population growth and decreasing 
humanity’s carbon footprint.  
The billboards propagate a variety of 
images that range from an intimate couple 
to happy single-child families. These 
images are accompanied with phrases that 
read “Conservation begins at conception,” 
“Love the planet,” and “The most loving 
gift you can give your child is to not have 
another.” The campaign aims to convince 
its viewers that smaller family sizes are an 
effective means of decreasing population 
overgrowth. This overgrowth is something 
that the non-profit notes as problematic in 
the industrialized world. The non-profit’s 
website outlines by-products of population 
overgrowth that include “resource 
depletion, species extinction, poverty, and 
climate change.” Their website also notes 
that overpopulation is reversible in the 
instance that future families choose to only 
have one child.
Sam Bowlby, a Kwantlen public 
relations student, notes the ad campaign 
to be ineffective in an interview with 
the Other Press. “It’s not like anyone 
sees those ads and thinks ‘well that’s my 
decision made!’” She acknowledges that 
overpopulation is an issue, however, 
Bowlby believes that the campaign is 
targeting the wrong population. When 
writing a paper that tackled similar topics 
that the campaign was addressing, Bowlby 
found that a large factor in women having 
many children is education. “Women who 
have no education often go on to have tons 
of kids.” She states that she “thinks that 
[the] campaign in Vancouver is so out of 
place […] comprehensive sex education 
would be great but this ain’t it. In places 
that are poverty-stricken it’s a massive 
problem—but that’s due more to complex 
socio-economic issues than people just 
wanting to have a big family,” she said.
Allie Fulp, a graduate research 
assistant at NC State University, offered 
another perspective on the billboard 
campaign. She had worked as a house 
parent in a foster care facility where she 
worked with children who had many 
siblings. In an online interview with the 
Other Press, she shared a story of a young 
girl who was one of twelve children, and 
neither her nor any of her siblings were 
planned. It is unclear whether the “One 
planet, one child” ad campaign would 
have enlightened this mother of twelve to 
use better contraception methods as this 
campaign is targeted at families that are 
planning to have children. 
While circumstances where families 
are having many children do occur 
throughout the industrialized world, this 
number is lower than in underdeveloped 
countries. “Often, underdeveloped 
countries have less access to birth control 
and family planning services. Both are 
probably having similar amounts of sex 
with drastically different outcomes,” Fulp 
said. 
Bowlby notes that this billboard 
campaign would probably be ineffective 
in underdeveloped countries, and instead 
offers an alternative suggestion. “There 
needs to be systematic change—better 
access to education and resources. It’s not 
a conscious choice to lay about and have 10 
kids [...] this is the cycle of poverty and lack 
of education and basic necessities. A media 
campaign isn't going to cut it,” she said. 
New Vancouver ad campaign offers 
future parents birthing guidance
 › Students suggest that comprehensive sex and consumption education would be more effective
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Timothy Easling
Contributor
It’s been another tough few weeks for those who have lost loved ones, but 
Canadians should keep their resolve strong 
as data continues to point towards there 
being minimal risk to the majority of the 
population in terms of fatalities. 
Since the week of September 17, and 
at the time of writing this (October 1), 
there have been approximately 27,606 new 
cases in Canada with 173 deaths. The 0 to 
39 age bracket registered only 2 deaths 
from 16,898 cases; the 40 to 49 age bracket 
registered a single death from 3,686 cases; 
the 50 to 59 age bracket had 10 deaths from 
3,020 cases;  and the 60+ bracket registered 
160 deaths from 4,002 cases.
There is never reason to celebrate 
death, but it should come as some comfort 
that Canadians under 60 (minimal risk 
factor added), with no pre-existing 
conditions (increased risk), and not 
in long-term care (LTC) (81 percent of 
deaths have occurred in LTCs), have little 
statistical reason to be afraid of dying or 
being hospitalized from COVID-19.
While those 60-and-up—again 
primarily with comorbidities and in 
LTCs—comprised 92.5 percent of the 
recent deaths, they only accounted for 
14.5 percent of new cases—down from 
30.6 percent. The 0 to 39 age bracket saw 
a whopping 61.2 percent (up 21 percent) of 
the new cases with only 2 deaths. Similarly 
positive figures were reported from the 
40-49 age bracket with 13.4 percent of new 
cases (down 1.5 percent) but only 1 death, 
and the 50-59 age bracket with 10.9 percent 
of new cases (down 3.5 percent) but only 
10 deaths. To summarize, the 0 to 39 age 
bracket has massively increased its share of 
new cases while continuing to report very 
few deaths. Youth are getting COVID-19 
far more but the fatality risk remains very 
minimal. Additionally, the country has 
seen 17.5 percent of its cases in the last two 
weeks but only 1.9 percent of the deaths.  
In terms of hospitalization, Canadians 
have reason to be a little more wary—but 
should still not let it overly concern them. 
(Note: hospitalization/ICU data is only 
available for 96,208—60.8 percent—of 
cases) While the hospitalizations, like 
deaths, are primarily dominated by 
the older demographic, youth can also 
be affected. Of the country’s 12,225 
hospitalizations, 8,442 (69.1 percent) are 
from 60-and-up (8.8 percent of cases) 
The 0 to 39 age range has seen 1,170 
hospitalizations (9.6 percent)(1.2 percent 
of cases); the 40 to 49 range has reported 
931 (7.6 percent)(1 percent of cases); and 
the 50 to 59 bracket has counted 1,682 (13.8 
percent) (1.7 percent of cases). Data has 
not been made available for any conditions 
arising from hospital visits.
ICU admittances should be taken 
more seriously, but the reported figures are 
quite low in proportion to hospitalization 
and death statistics. The 0 to 39 age bracket 
observed 125 ICU 
admittances (5 
percent)(0.13 percent 
of cases); the 40 to 
49 age bracket saw 
238 admittances 
(9.6 percent)(0.25 
percent of cases); and 
the 50 to 59 bracket 
suffered 515 (20.7 
percent)(0.54 percent 
of cases). While the 
distribution is much 
more even among 
the demographics, 
the total figures are 
much lower than any 
other category—as 
indicated by the 
low percentage in 
relation to total 
cases. Data has not 
been made available 
for any conditions 
arising from ICU 
admittances.
On a local note, 
BC has seen 2,657 
new cases and 25 
more deaths since 
September 10. BC 
has registered 28.3 
percent of its case total in the last few 
weeks but only 4 percent of its deaths.
The concern is not over for COVID-19, 
but data certainly suggests the country 
should take a more proactive approach to 
specifically protecting its older and at-risk 
populations—seeing as those in good 
health and below advanced age appear to 
be relatively unaffected.
COVID-19 update
 › Hospitalizations, ICU admittances, general figures
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Jessica Berget
Assistant Editor
Just because some of us don’t have classes at Douglas right now, doesn’t mean students can’t still attend 
campus events. 
For the next couple months, Douglas will be 
hosting a myriad of online events for Douglas College 
students to attend. The best part? You don’t even have 
to leave your house (or put on pants) to socialize with 
other Douglas students. This semester, Douglas has 
many events and workshops focused on self-care and 
mental well being. Here are the events the college will 
be hosting in the next couple weeks. Registration for 
these events are all available online. 
Learn to cope!
• Weekly until December 17
• Wednesdays 2:30 to 3:30 pm
Having trouble coping with the stress of college and 
all the changes COVID-19 has to bring? Douglas has 
the thing for you. This weekly workshop focusing 
on learning coping mechanisms allows students to 
connect with other students as well as a Douglas 
College counsellor. 
Friday hangouts
• Weekly until November 20
• Fridays 5 to 6 pm
Students who miss being able to connect with peers 
on campus and want to meet other students outside 
of class now have an online option! Every Friday 
the college will be hosting this event with fun and 
interactive games and activities such as trivia, music 
bingo, and fitness regime education. Each week, 
the hangout will have a theme. Get ready for the 
October 30 hangout which will be Halloween themed! 
Costumes are encouraged and prizes will be handed 
out to the best. 
“Beyond the Blues”
In honor of mental health awareness week, the college 
is hosting many events that have to do with self-care 
and mindfulness. These workshops are open to all 
students free of charge. Please note that these events 
have a 40-person capacity and students can only 
register for one event. 
• Midterm mindfulness 
October 7 at 4 to 5 pm OR October 8 at 5 to 6 pm
• Virtual calm workshop 
October 8 at 7:30 pm
Academic workshops
The Learning Centre at the college is hosting a number 
of events focused on study skills, stress management, 
and how to be successful in your classes. These 
workshops will be hosted by experienced Learning 
Centre instructors, English language instructors, and 
peer tutors. 
• Dealing with stress 
October 7 at 3:30 pm
• Working effectively on group projects 
October 14 at 3:30 pm
• Ways to get the work done when you don’t feel 
like it 
October 21 at 3:30 pm
• Reports, essays, and papers 
October 28 at 3:30 pm
Networking for Sports Science students
• October 16 at 3 pm 
Students in the sport science department will be able 
to network with peers and learn more about their field. 
Employers from the field will also be talking about 
potential career paths. 
What’s going down at Dougie?
 › Events at the college this week: online-only edition
issue 5// vol 47 news // no. 5
Craig Allan
Staff Writer
The 2020 British Columbia provincial election is underway. With candidates 
declared and the election day of October 
24 coming fast, BC’s political parties 
are navigating themselves through this 
pandemic election to try to appeal to 
the voters of the province. One of those 
hopefuls is Cowichan Valley MLA and BC 
Green party leader Sonia Furstenau, who 
won the leadership race of the party one 
week before Premier John Horgan called 
a snap election, breaking the Confidence 
and Supply Agreement that the NDP 
had signed with the Greens in 2017. The 
Other Press was granted an interview with 
Furstenau to discuss her entry into politics, 
the youth vote, and the Green party’s vision 
for the future of BC. 
Furstenau’s start in politics began 
under an activist campaign. Back in 2013, 
the Liberal government approved the 
dumping of contaminated soil near the 
watershed of the Shawnigan Lake. “I 
couldn’t stand by and let that happen,” 
said Furstenau. She spearheaded letter 
writing campaigns and got the word out to 
local media to stop the dumping. She and 
the town were successful in stopping the 
permit. “I was really proud about what we 
did as a community.” She then decided to 
throw her hat in the ring for a seat as an 
MLA for Cowichan Valley and won in 2017, 
becoming one of three elected Green party 
members.  
Despite being the minority party of 
the coalition government, the Green party 
was able to get a lot of bills and agreements 
reflecting the values of the party passed 
in the Legislature, including professional 
reliance reform, banning big money, 
establishing the innovation and fair wages 
commissions, child welfare reforms, and 
many other bills and initiatives. “The list 
goes on and on.” That is why it was so 
disappointing for the party that Horgan 
called the snap election. Furstenau was one 
of the most vocal critics against Horgan’s 
decision. She says that her and fellow 
Green MLA Adam Olsen pledged support 
to the NDP the Friday before Horgan 
called the election. Furstenau believes that 
Horgan called the election out of a desire 
to consolidate power and free himself 
from being accountable. Furstenau and 
the Greens are taking Horgan’s decision 
in stride though, “We went from literally 
having zero candidates at the start of the 
election to 74 […] We have some incredibly 
inspiring and amazing candidates,” 
Furstenau said.  
One of those candidates is Kate 
O’Connor, a 17-year-old candidate in 
Saanich South, who will be turning 18 
on October 9. When asked Furstenau 
about why younger people do not vote in 
elections, she said that younger people 
do vote, but they are often betrayed 
by the broken promises of the parties 
make to them. She cited Justin Trudeau’s 
win in 2015, that was followed by the 
twinning of the Trans Mountain Pipeline 
and turning his back on electoral reform. 
She believes that the key to getting younger 
voters engaged is to have candidates 
that represent them not just in policy, 
but in age. “We have to earn the trust of 
people who vote, and we have to be truthful 
and honest […] I don’t want to see this 
generation of young voters feel that they 
don’t have someone to vote for,” she said.  
When asked what her party will do 
for the average Douglas College student 
struggling with the immense challenges 
of the day, Furstenau says that she has 
met with reps from many post-secondary 
groups who are working to get more access 
to grants, and providing relief to the 
burden that tuition is putting on college 
students. As a former teacher herself, 
Furstenau knows the value of an education, 
and the importance of being able to follow 
one’s passion should not be halted due to 
lack of funds. 
Accepting this interview with the 
Other Press is part of Furstenau’s outreach 
to younger voters. “As an MLA I said to my 
colleague who works on my calendar, any 
youth group, any school, and university 
that asks for my time, I always said yes 
because I really am committed to focusing 
on young people and youth,” she said. 
Furstenau wants to bring multiple groups 
that may not feel accurately represented 
in BC into the political discussions of the 
province. She believes that BC politics is 
better with a wealth of diverse voices, and 
that is what the Greens intend to bring to 
the Legislature. 
An Interview with BC Green Party 
Leader Sonia Furstenau
 › Talking to Furstenau about her life, the BC Election, and young voters
Jessica Berget
Assistant Editor
As people digest this week’s presidential debate in the US, BC also looks 
forward to upcoming debates for the 
province-wide election towards the end of 
the month. 
BC provincial party leaders gear up 
for the first round of debates on October 
13 when they will be debating climate 
change and the economy. The televised 
debate will feature BC party leaders like 
the NDP’s John Horgan, the Liberals’ 
Andrew Wilkinson, and the Green’s Sonia 
Furstenau. 
Though the decision to call an election 
was not a popular one, the NDP party 
seems to have the popular vote. At this 
point, it looks like the risk Horgan took 
for calling a snap election was a wise move 
for his party. The votes are currently in the 
NDP’s favour with 39 percent, according to 
a poll commissioned by 338Canada where 
they asked respondents, “if the election was 
held today, who would you vote for?” The 
Liberal party trails behind with 29 percent, 
and the Green party sits at 13 percent. The 
Conservative party has 1 percent of the 
votes, according to the same poll.
As for their platforms, BC Liberals 
announced they plan to eliminate 
provincial sales tax for one year to help 
reboot the economy from the pandemic 
(then reduce the tax to three percent 
in the subsequent year) should they be 
elected. As it stands, the BC provincial 
sales tax is at seven percent. “Eliminating 
PST puts more money in people’s pockets, 
stimulates growth for struggling small 
business, and helps British Columbians 
who are struggling to get by. This is a vital 
step to rebuild our economy,” Wilkinson 
said. Liberals also promise to eliminate 
“tent cities,” but do 
not explain how 
they will do it. In 
her first platform 
announcement, 
Furstenau says the 
Green party will end 
for-profit long-term 
senior care, citing 
COVID-19 for shining 
a light on the state of senior homes. The 
NDP promised to expand BC access grants 
for post-secondary students and add spaces 
to create more technology programs. 
Horgan also pledged to increase the wages 
of long-term senior care workers.  
The campaign trail has already been 
met with some setbacks. The Green party 
struggled to find enough candidates—
fielding 74 candidates instead of the usual 
87. On the matter, Furstenau said: “We did 
not have the head start that the NDP had. 
We did not even have the head start that 
the Liberal party had.” 
The Liberal party also had some 
hiccups at the beginning when a BC Liberal 
candidate was accused of election fraud. 
In a letter by party lawyers to Elections 
BC, it alleges that Garry Thind, the Liberal 
candidate for the Surrey-Fleetwood district, 
has been collecting personal information 
from constituents and requesting mail-
in ballots on their behalf. As of October 
2, Elections BC says they have found no 
evidence of corrupt voting occurring.
And they’re off!
 › Provincial election debates to begin next week
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As an MLA I said to my colleague who works on my calendar, any youth 
group, any school, and university that asks for my time, I always said yes.” 
– Sonia Furstenau 
BC Green Party Leader
SportS
Have an idea for a story?
 news@theotherpress.ca
• A soccer dynasty that won four straight 
Canadian Soccer League championships
• Looking back on the iconic game in 1915
• Steve Nash: Canadian icon
...and more
Brandon Yip
Senior Columnist
The 2020 NHL Stanley Cup Final ended on September 28 in the NHL bubble in 
Edmonton. Tampa Bay Lightning won their 
second cup in 16 years, defeating Dallas 
Stars four games to two. Once again, it was 
strange to watch a championship being 
awarded in an empty hockey arena—but 
that is what 2020 has been like.  
Yes, hockey did return, but it is just 
not the same experience that watching 
hockey on a television was prior to the 
pandemic. Overall, the series had moments 
of good hockey. There was the excitement 
of game five going into double overtime 
with Dallas’ Corey Perry scoring the winner 
at 9:23. The win kept the Stars alive as they 
forced a game six. But ultimately Tampa 
Bay would prevail in game six with a 2-0 
victory—and the cup celebrations had 
begun.  
Overall, Dallas and Tampa Bay made 
for a pretty uneventful and anticlimactic 
final. However, it is better than having no 
hockey to watch at all. Who knows when 
the next NHL season will resume? Time 
can only tell. The NHL season always 
starts in October, so it shows how out of 
the ordinary this season has been due to 
COVID-19. The next agenda for the NHL is 
the 2020 draft, which will be held via video 
conference on October 6 and 7 from the 
NHL Network Studios in Secaucus, New 
Jersey.    
Locally, the Vancouver Canucks 
are looking to sign goaltender, Jacob 
Markstrom. TSN 1040’s Rick Dhaliwal has 
reported that Markstrom and the Canucks 
are not close to reaching a new contract. 
Markstrom, who is 30 years old, is in the 
last year of a contract worth $11 million 
and the Canucks do have in salary-cap 
room space to work with for the next 
season—whenever that begins. Markstrom 
was playing some of his best hockey as a 
Canuck. He had a 23-16-4 record with a .918 
save percentage—and was on pace for a 
career-best regular season before the NHL 
ended their season in March due to the 
pandemic. 
Canuck GM, Jim Benning, spoke to 
reporters on September 8, disclosing that 
he had also spoken to Markstrom’s agent 
the day before. Benning made it clear that 
he wants to resign Markstrom. “Jacob’s an 
important guy in our group because he’s a 
leader and he was our MVP over the course 
of the regular season," Benning said. “We’re 
going to try to figure out a way that makes 
sense for us and that makes Jacob and his 
agent happy to get him signed. We want 
him back and we’re going to start working 
on that this week."
Also, Canuck veteran defenseman, 
Chris Tanev, is generating interest 
from other teams—one of those is the 
Pittsburgh Penguins. Tanev will be an 
unrestricted free agent and Pittsburgh 
may be an ideal place for him to play. As 
well, Tanev has another incentive to play in 
Pittsburgh. His younger brother, Brandon, 
plays for the Penguins and signed a six-year 
contract with Pittsburgh last season. 
Importantly, for hockey fans, the NHL 
finished their playoffs—albeit in the most 
unconventional way. But it proves that 
despite a global pandemic, professional 
sports such as hockey can still resume—as 
long as strict health protocols are being 
enforced and adhered to. 
Finally, NHL Commissioner Gary 
Bettman said in an interview with Hockey 
Central that he is proud of everyone 
involved with the success of the revamped 
NHL playoffs in the bubble cities (Toronto 
and Edmonton). “We always believed 
that if we could get into the bubble, we 
would have a really good chance of keeping 
everybody healthy,” Bettman said. “And I 
don’t want to jinx it because we’re not done 
yet, but it has been a real testament to the 
vigilance that the players and the other 
team staffs have adhered to with respect 
to the protocols that we developed. This 
was the ultimate collaborative effort with 
us and the Players’ Association and the 
players really committing to what had to be 
done to get through this,” he said. 
Reflecting on the 2020 Stanley Cup Final
 › Playoffs are over with Canucks making off-season news 
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Mo Hussain
Sports Reporter
Last September, Canadian basketball legend Steve Nash was hired to coach 
the highly skilled Brooklyn Nets. This, 
in addition to many other significant 
accomplishments, undeniably establishes 
Nash as one of the most accomplished 
figures the basketball world has ever seen.
However, Nash’s road to joining the 
elite was not smooth by any stretch of the 
matter. Whether it was desperately trying 
to be recruited to a division-one institution 
or dealing with the hostile criticism from 
fans and the media, Nash’s story is far from 
perfect.
Nash grew up in Victoria, British 
Columbia where he enjoyed playing a 
variety of different sports including soccer, 
hockey, lacrosse, and rugby. And believe it 
or not, he did not start playing basketball 
in an organized league until the eighth 
grade.
Nash then fell in love with the 
game and declared to his mother that 
he would one day be able to play in the 
NBA, an unrealistic goal considering how 
underexposed Canada’s basketball market 
is. However, as many would come to find 
out, persistence is a recurring theme in 
Nash’s story. 
He went on to play for St. Michaels 
University School where his work ethic and 
talented ability made him one of the top 
players not only for his team, but for the 
entire country. In his senior year, he almost 
averaged a triple double with 21.3 points, 9.1 
rebounds, and 11.2 assists.
Unfortunately, Nash did not receive 
the kind of attention from many NCAA 
division one schools as other high school 
players in the United States due to Canada 
not being a common place for scouts to 
find new talent. 
“The recruiting option of Canadians 
going to the states was a lot different than 
it is now. It was just nothing but no, no, no, 
no. He’s got a shoebox full of […] rejection 
letters,” said Nash’s High School coach Ian 
Hyde-Lay in a Sportsnet Documentary. “I 
just kept saying all you need is one that says 
yes,” he said. 
His coach ended up being spot on, 
as Santa Clara University was the only 
division-one school that got back to Nash 
and ended up recruiting him.
At Santa Clara, Nash helped lead the 
team to a spot in the NCAA tournament 
when he was just a freshman. He later 
went on to be awarded All-Western Coast 
Conference (WCC) honors three times and 
won back-to-back WCC player of the year 
awards in the 1994-95 and 1995-96 seasons. 
“He took Santa Clara to heights it 
hadn’t seen in a long time, and it hasn’t 
seen since,” said NBA writer Marc Spears.
This time around, his 
accomplishments were recognized on the 
national level, and in the 1996 NBA draft, 
the Phoenix Suns selected him with the 
15th pick in the first round.
“What Steve was always capable of 
doing was displaying his brilliance for the 
game, his intelligence 
about the game, and his 
IQ is really what kind of 
stood out. It was just a 
great opportunity to see 
this great draft prospect,” 
said former general 
manager of the Suns Bryan 
Colangelo.
His NBA career then 
told the rest of the story 
as Nash then went on to 
win two-time NBA MVP 
awards, appear in eight-all 
star games, lead the NBA 
in assists for five different 
seasons, and led many 
of his teams to winning 
records and deep runs in 
the NBA playoffs before 
retiring in 2015.
Nash’s involvement 
with the NBA continued 
after his retirement, as he 
was hired as a part-time 
consultant for the Golden 
State Warriors where he 
helped the team win an 
NBA record 73 games in 
the 2015 to 2016 regular 
season, and win back-to-
back championship in 2017 and 2018.
Fast forward to September 3 of this 
year, and Nash was hired as head coach 
for the Brooklyn Nets—one of the most 
anticipated teams in the NBA. It will be 
interesting to see whether he will be able 
to help lead to the franchise to its first NBA 
championship.
Some are confident, some are 
doubtful, but considering how persistent 
Nash has been throughout his career, we 
know for sure that he will stop at nothing 
to do best job he can.
Steve Nash: Canadian icon
 › How he went from playing in Victoria to coaching the Brooklyn Nets
Ph
o
to
 b
y 
Sc
o
tt
 M
ec
u
m
 v
ia
 W
ik
im
ed
ia
 C
o
m
m
o
n
s
Mo Hussain
Sports Reporter
In honour of the Tampa Bay Lightning winning their second Stanley Cup last 
week, let’s take a look at the last time the 
city of Vancouver won the Stanley Cup. 
And no, that wasn’t a slight diss because 
believe it or not, in 1915, the Vancouver 
Millionaires defeated the Ottawa Senators 
to win the city of Vancouver’s only Stanley 
cup.
The series was decided in a best of 
five where Vancouver swept Ottawa 3-0 
and outscored them 26-8, including a 12-3 
win in game three. Cyclone Taylor led the 
Millionaires with six goals.
An interesting point to note is 
that the hockey system back then was 
relatively similar to the today’s NHL 
system, considering how both finalists 
were respective champions in the eastern 
and western region of Canada and part 
of the US. However, the difference was 
that instead of winning the eastern and 
western conferences respectively under one 
league, both teams came from two entirely 
separate leagues. 
The western team came from the 
Pacific Coast Hockey Association (PCHA) 
which based its league around teams in 
the western part of both Canada and the 
United States. And the eastern team came 
from the National Hockey Association 
(NHA) which based its league around 
teams from Ontario and Quebec.
As a result, the rules used in the 
finals games would alternate every second 
matchup. In this case, PCHA rules were 
adopted in games one and three, while 
NHA rules were used in game two. 
The Millionaires also unfortunately 
couldn’t raise the actual Stanley cup until 
months later because the Senators did 
not bother bringing the cup to Vancouver 
from back east because they really thought 
they would win. The Senators were heavy 
favourites but acting on that clearly did not 
benefit them.
In fast forwarding to today, we can 
hear that some fans feel that the team 
is underappreciated. One fan dedicated 
an entire Facebook page to petitioning 
the city of Vancouver to put together a 
commemorative statue for the 1915 Stanley 
Cup Victory.
“Imagine if there was a Statue or 
Commemorative Plaque at the location 
where the Vancouver Millionaires won and 
hoisted the Stanley Cup in 1915. We have all 
walked, rode our bikes, and drove by this 
historic location and you probably didn’t 
even know that you were on hallowed 
ground,” said one post.
It will be interesting to see whether 
the city will put together a commemorative 
piece at some point, but if they do, we hope 
that alongside it would be, at some point, 
a Stanley Cup victory from the Vancouver 
Canucks.
When Vancouver last won the Stanley cup
 › Looking back on the iconic game in 1915
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Brandon Yip
Senior Columnist
The Vancouver Whitecaps of the Major League Soccer (MLS) are the main professional soccer 
team in Vancouver. But 30 years ago, another soccer 
team, the Vancouver 86ers, was in their apex—
capturing the hearts of local soccer fans. 
After the North American Soccer League 
(NASL) folded in 1984 (Vancouver Whitecaps were 
in this league), the city of Vancouver was without 
a professional soccer team. Canada would later 
qualify for the 1986 World Cup in Mexico. After 
the tournament, there was a resurgence in interest 
for getting a professional soccer league operating 
in Canada—led by Dale Barnes, founding 
commissioner of the Canadian Soccer League 
(CSL) in 1986.     
The CSL began playing a year later with eight 
teams (13 teams in total during the league’s six-year 
history). One of the eight teams joining the league 
in their inaugural season was the Vancouver 86ers. 
The team was led by player/head coach and former 
Whitecaps player, Bob Lenarduzzi. 
The 86ers would soon become a dynasty; they 
were the New York Islanders of the soccer pitch—
winning four consecutive CSL championships 
from 1988 to 1991. The team played their home 
games at Swangard Stadium in Burnaby. It was a 
great location featuring beautiful and picturesque 
mountain views when looking northwards. 
The Vancouver 86ers made their CSL debut 
at home on June 7, 1987, with 7,646 people in 
attendance. The 86ers defeated the Edmonton 
Brickmen 4 to 2, with Carl Valentine scoring the 
franchise’s first-ever goal—a beautiful hard curling 
shot into the top corner. In 1989, the 86ers set 
a North American professional sports record by 
going 46 consecutive games without a defeat.    
Furthermore, the 86ers had a strong core of 
talented offensive players—their chemistry was 
seamless. Notable players included Carl Valentine, 
John Catliff, Dale Mitchell, Ivor Evans, and the late 
Domenic Mobilio. Mobilio was a gifted offensive 
star in the CSL. He had an innate ability to find 
open space and score goals, as evidenced by his 
astounding 170 career goals over 14 seasons with 
the 86ers (later he turned to the Whitecaps). 
In 1991, Mobilio scored 25 goals, a CSL scoring 
record—and also winning the CSL MVP award.  
For striker Dale Mitchell, he has fond 
memories playing for the 86ers. “[It was] really 
just being a part of a good team that played good 
attacking soccer on a nice grass pitch in our 
hometown in front of family, friends, and the 
soccer community. It was a lot of fun to be a part 
of the goals, wins, and championships,” Mitchell 
said in an email interview with the Other Press. 
As well, Mitchell remembers how talented and 
dangerous Domenic Mobilio was—as he sensed a 
scoring chance instinctively. “Dom first of all had 
a great touch; everything stuck to him,” Mitchell 
said. “Next, he was a sweet striker of a ball, could 
generate power with the side of his foot but also 
could ping it hard with accuracy [….] He could 
anticipate where the next chance was coming 
from.”   
The CSL folded in 1992 and the Vancouver 
86ers would move to the American Professional 
Soccer League (APSL) in 1993. The league would 
later join the United Soccer League (USL) in 1997, 
as part of the A-League—later renamed the United 
Soccer League (USL). Then in 2001, the team 
changed their name back to the Whitecaps (the 
current name today) before joining Major League 
Soccer (MLS) in 2011. 
Christian Parlee, who operates the CSL 
Memories 1987 website, says the Vancouver 86ers 
were a special team. “The legacy of the 86ers is 
pretty incredible and for the most part slept on, 
[unknown or unacknowledged],” Parlee said in an 
email interview with the Other Press. “The 86ers 
had a brilliant mix of past legends (Carl Valentine), 
future legends (Dale Mitchell, [Domenic] Mobilio), 
and workmen like players (Jamie Lowery, Stephen 
Burns) all understanding and playing their roles 
incredibly well and in synchronicity.” He went on 
to say: “Ideally how special this club is, to North 
America and to Canadian soccer, will be realized 
over time with increasing awareness of Canadian 
Soccer and the earlier contributions of the CSL.”
Notably, the 1989 Vancouver 86ers team 
were inducted into the BC Sports Hall of Fame in 
2004. In September 2016, a special alumni game 
was played at BC Place between the Vancouver 
Whitecaps and Vancouver 86ers—to mark the 30th 
anniversary of the 86ers’ formation. Significantly, 
for Dale Mitchell, he hopes fans will remember 
the 86ers as a team who brought a combination 
of speed, skill, and offensive prowess: “I think the 
people that went to Swangard or watched on TSN 
back then will recall a good attacking team that 
was always fun to watch and won a lot.”       
The Vancouver 86ers:
an interview with Dale Mitchell
 › A soccer dynasty that won four straight Canadian Soccer League championships  
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• Joji’s album ‘Nectar’ is for feeling the 
feels!
• ‘The New Mutants’ shines
• Gangsters, crime, and racial othering
...and more
CJ Sommerfeld
Staff Writer
LA-based pseudo-radio station Reverberation Radio has released a 
new eight-song podcast via their website. 
It archives a politically infused collection 
of late ’70s funk, current funk, early ’70s 
world, Swedish disco, a French electro-
pop love song, and more. This assortment 
of genres is typical for the radio, it is 
what defines them as well as what had 
simultaneously created banishment. 
Reverberation Radio was not 
always a pseudo-radio station. In 2012, 
it operated as a radio show on KXLU, 
an LA-based college radio. According to 
KXLU, the radio show was too eclectic 
and not current enough. So, shortly 
after launching, it was cancelled. Instead 
of conforming to the station’s wants, 
Reverberation Radio instead transformed 
into an online podcast. Here it could 
continue to archive a wide range of genres. 
Miles Michaud describes his radio saying, 
“There’s not necessarily a guideline for 
what we play, but there’s an underlying 
theme.” After listening to the radio’s 
podcasts, that theme has unveiled itself 
as a showcase of diversity and artists who 
probably have vinyls with a thick coat of 
dust on them. 
The masterminds behind 
Reverberation Radio—Robert Combs 
and Miles Michaud—are music-keeners; 
they both have multiple personal music 
projects and can appreciate tunes that 
skew from the norm. These guys aim to 
revive forgotten artists instead of letting 
them slip into the unknown. Michaud 
illustrates their reasoning for the songs 
they play by saying “There’s things that 
are timeless. There’s certain things that’ll 
affect people the same way no matter 
what the era […] That speaks towards our 
humanity and what makes us appreciate 
certain things in life."
Eight years later that theme has 
stayed true. Their most recent podcast 
(their 403rd) showcases an eclectic mix 
of songs that had been released from 
the mid-seventies up until a few years 
back. They open the listener’s ears to 
eight songs that they most likely have 
not heard of before. The first, “The 
Rest of My Life” is a mid-’90s song by 
English alt band The Durutti Column. 
The seamless incorporation of string 
instruments into the track showcases 
the band’s jazz inspirations. Following 
this melody, the podcast swerves into An 
Luu’s breathy, 1988 synth-pop French 
melody “Pourquoi Tu Me Fous Plus Des 
Coups?” After which, a similarly breathy 
late ’70s soul tune, Parlet’s “Don’t Ever 
Stop (Lovin’ Me Needin’ Me)” appears. 
A late ’70s instrumental Swedish funk 
melody follows. Four more songs succeed 
this tune, which is eventually concluded 
by Bobby Wright’s politically relevant 
“Blood of an American.” This last song is 
immensely powerful. 
Music is a powerful art medium. It 
can perpetuate political ideas, induce 
emotion, and at times it is great just as 
background music while studying. Often, 
the music that is presented to us on the 
radio and in public spaces is confined to 
popular hits; Reverberation Radio is a 
great listen to puncture what many of us 
have been listening to and introduce us to 
some oldies (but goodies). 
As shorter and colder days dawn upon 
us, why not take advantage of this time 
spent inside and have a listen!
Reverberation Radio releases 
a new podcast
 › Playlist revives forgotten tunes
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These guys aim to revive forgotten artists instead of letting them slip into the unknown.
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Jerrison Oracion
Senior Columnist
    
When preparing for a film, actors and filmmakers do workshops. During 
the workshops, they might get ideas that 
define the film, but these peaceful retreats 
may bring out a few negatives. This is 
the case in actor and director Lawrence 
Michael Levine’s new comedy-drama-
thriller film called Black Bear—which was 
shown in the Vancouver International Film 
Festival this year and at the Sundance Film 
Festival (before the coronavirus pandemic) 
and received positive responses.
In the beginning of the film, we meet 
three characters played by Parks and 
Recreation’s Aubrey Plaza, Alias Grace’s 
Sarah Gadon, and Christopher Abbott. 
While they get along at first, Plaza’s 
character doing method acting causes 
the retreat to go out of control. This leads 
to the chaotic second half of the film 
which reminded me of Shinichiro Ueda’s 
One Cut of the Dead (his follow-up film 
Special Actors was also shown in the 
festival this year).
During this section, it did show Plaza, 
Gadon, and Abbott’s ways of approach 
acting; but this section of the film also 
shows how method acting can go too far 
and might lead to a disaster. After the film, 
there is a conversation between the director 
of international programming at VIFF 
Alan Franey and Levine talking about what 
inspired him to make the film and why he 
chose the actors in the film.
Last week, there was live talk between 
Plaza, Gadon, and Abbott where they 
discuss their acting careers. Plaza talked 
about how working in a video store helped 
her find out about independent cinema 
and defined her career.
Black Bear might be released in 
limited release this December.
Actors preparing in a cottage
 › ‘Black Bear’ review
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    
George Kusunoki Miller, who goes by Joji and is known for his previous 
YouTube career, released Nectar on 
September 25. The collection of songs 
showcases Joji’s growing talents in 
merging pop and R&B while extending his 
melancholy brand surrounding lyrics of 
heartbreak, love, and sadness.  
The next time you ride the bus on 
a rainy day and watch rain droplets race 
down the side of the window as they refract 
streetlights, consider putting on Nectar. 
Its somber melodies, raw vocal lines, and 
inescapably enchanting falsettos will 
submerge you into your feelings. 
Nectar is a generous album with 18 
tracks acting as glimpses into the mind of 
Joji. The album showcases quality songs 
derived from collaborations with talented 
artists like Diplo, Omar Apollo, Lil Yachty, 
rei brown, BENEE, and Yves Tumor. The 
track “Gimme Love” has been streamed 
over 95-million times on Spotify to date, 
followed by “Daylight” featuring Diplo as 
one of the most anticipated songs, with 
over 31-million streams. 
Joji’s Nectar starts with the stunning 
and emotional “Ew.” With this opening 
track, Joji announces his devastation with 
heartbreak in relationships through a 
ballad in the highest register and yearns for 
a different outcome. There are songs within 
the album that are hybrids of pop-rock, 
rap, R&B, and ballad. Another track that 
showcases Joji’s impressive vocals is “Run.” 
While still expressing Joji’s sad persona 
throughout, “Run” features a gorgeous 
melody and an incredible electric guitar 
solo towards the end. The album does have 
some fun tunes from “777” and “Tick Tock,” 
which reminds me of a Rich Brian melody.
Despite the grand number of tracks 
on Nectar, one can get turned off by the 
repetition of the second half of the album. 
Occasionally, some genre combinations 
do not harmonize well together, creating 
bland melodies and lyrics. Still, others 
make up for this by curating grandiose and 
refreshing escapades for your ears. 
Due to the pandemic, Nectar was 
released much later than its intended 
official release date in June. However, the 
album offers the exact mood needed to get 
you transitioned into sweater weather! 
Joji’s album ‘Nectar’ is for feeling the feels!
 › These moody tracks are perfect for a ‘cry in the shower’ playlist
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Jonathan Pabico
Senior Columnist
    
Season four of Noah Hawley’s anthology series Fargo saw its original air date 
back in April halted by COVID-19 and 
was released instead on September 27. 
Despite this setback, the series is ambitious 
with its important themes and incredible 
portrayals from a talented cast. The back-
to-back episode premiere follows two crime 
syndicates in Kansas City, Missouri, during 
the 1950s as tensions between the two 
organizations risk their already fragile truce.
Hawley proves his storytelling has 
no equal; his complex characters and 
amazing direction astound. His excellent 
dialogue scenes are layered with hazy 
lighting from the sets and Kansas City’s 
industrial smog to elevate the story’s 
hardboiled realism. Hawley pays homage 
to gangster films like Gangs of New York 
with his own sophisticated yet violent 
world of organized crime.
This newest season also has a 
distinctly Shakespearean tone to 
foreshadow tragedy and develop 
emotional depth for future episodes. The 
premiere brilliantly explores the family 
politics and social dynamics between or 
within the crime syndicates. Both episodes 
enrich these facets by evoking the harsh 
realities of the 1950s. This is achieved 
through riveting blues jazz music which 
not only sets up the stakes, but it also 
mirrors the melancholy of the time.
The cast provides tremendous 
performances on screen. Jason 
Schwartzman plays the young leader 
of the Italian mafia, Josto Fadda, as a 
parody of The Godfather with his Michael 
Corleone demeanour that’s undermined 
by his childish insecurities. His opposite 
is Chris Rock as an African-American 
crime boss named Loy Cannon. Rock is 
charismatic and methodical. 
Known more for their comedy, 
Schwartzman and Rock give surprisingly 
serious candor and suave style to their 
roles. They could’ve had more scenes 
together, but viewers will still be satisfied 
with their story arcs so far.
Newcomer E’myri Crutchfield as 
teenager Ethelrida Smutny also has an 
impressive performance as a smart and 
tenacious youth. Her scenes with Jessie 
Buckley as the disturbingly duplicitous 
Nurse Mayflower create a curious 
relationship between them.
Hawley boldly examines racism and 
xenophobia against ethnic minorities in 
America’s 1950s era. He explores the ripple 
effects of how these issues contribute to 
the endless cycles of crime and violence 
that shape a city’s criminal underworld. 
Hawley’s characters raise relevant 
questions about what it means to be a 
marginalized foreigner.
As for flaws, there are a few scenes 
that are weirdly organized into comic book 
panels. This imagery feels a bit off, which 
may be Hawley’s intent, but he could’ve 
just stuck with normal frames instead.
Overall, Fargo’s season four premiere 
promises a memorable story with its 
complex characters, humour, talented 
cast, and relatable motifs. The episodes 
are accessible and provide an enjoyable 
watch without trouble. If you like gangster 
crime dramas, then Noah Hawley’s show 
is truly worth the wait.
Gangsters, crime, 
and racial othering
 › Premiere of fourth season of Noah Hawley’s 
‘Fargo’ has an impeccable start
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Senior Columnist
    
Jordan Peele pleases his fans with his season two premiere of The Twilight Zone 
that delves into its weird yet unsettling 
story about today’s online social reality. 
The first episode follows a grocery store 
employee named Phil (Jimmi Simpson) 
looking for solace in the dating world. 
When he develops a telepathic link with a 
mysterious woman named Annie (Gillian 
Jacobs), Phil may soon discover that there’s 
a darker side to this bond.
Mathias Herndl, the premiere’s 
director, employs odd angles for Simpson’s 
close-ups that are edited with camera 
shots positioned behind him to relay 
his pain from feeling isolated everyday. 
Elevating these visual choices is his 
character Phil’s bleak lifestyle that’s 
conveyed through harsh lighting and pale 
colours from his environments. 
The story explores how the distorted 
universe of online dating and social media 
influences us to misrepresent people’s 
true and more complicated identities. 
Phil’s fixated connection with Annie, 
someone who he’s never met, reflects the 
dangers of losing our grip on reality when 
meeting people online. This theme further 
unpacks how addicted we can be to digital 
technology when using it as a means for 
human intimacy, belonging, or validation.
Beyond its social commentary, the 
episode offers humour—from Phil’s 
awkward dates to his bickering with 
Annie during their telepathic link. These 
characters become grounded human 
beings as they brainstorm zany ideas about 
the mystery behind their connection. The 
show doesn’t stray from being amusing 
through these light-hearted moments.
As for Peele, he does an impressive job 
in reprising his role from season one as the 
show’s omniscient narrator. With his dark 
suit and eerie monologues, he plays his 
character as a stoic sage who perfectly sets 
up the foreboding world of the story.
The episode, however, has one 
sequence where the plot abruptly cuts to 
another scene in its timeline. This is perhaps 
done for good pacing to reach the climax, 
but the editing simply doesn’t account for 
what Phil could’ve been doing during the 
long time period that was skipped. 
Also, season one’s premiere—which 
starred Kumail Nanjiani as comedian Samir 
Wassan—is better than season two’s first 
episode. Wassan experienced supernatural 
events like Phil, but they happened in a 
more baffling way that made his choices 
more dangerous and inescapable.
Overall, the season two premiere of 
The Twilight Zone opens with a seemingly 
innocent setting, only to close with a 
disturbing twist and resonating social 
themes. This episode is a decent start to 
this series so far and will be fitting for the 
Halloween season, even for early October. 
Amazingly bizarre yet terribly shocking, 
the show reminds us that the social 
problems we face everyday are much more 
terrifying than any monster.
A horror story with much to 
say beyond its thrills
 › Premiere of season two of ‘The Twilight Zone’ is a critique about our digital culture
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    
This year has been a disappointing year for the blockbuster. With COVID-19 
shuttering theatres for months, there 
have been very few films lighting up the 
projectors. Ironically, one of the films 
that found its way to theatres during the 
pandemic is a film that many questioned 
would ever see theatrical screens. That 
film is The New Mutants, which after 
reshoots that never happened, studio 
mergers, and COVID-19, finally saw its 
big screen debut back in August. The 
wait was worth it, as New Mutants offers 
a refreshing and condensed take on the 
superhero genre. It may be the best comic 
book movie of the year, albeit with a very 
low stock to contend with.
The story follows Danielle “Dani” 
Moonstar (Blu Hunt), the only survivor of 
a vicious event that decimated her Native 
American tribe. She later wakes up in a 
hospital, which she believes is training her 
and other mutants to control their powers 
and eventually join the famed X-Men. 
Little does Dani and the rest of the mutants 
know that the goal of the hospital, led by 
the sinister and secretive Dr. Cecilia Reyes 
(Alice Braga), is to prepare them for a much 
worse fate. The movie overall is a very 
hopeful film that promotes overcoming 
fear and not “feeding the wrong bear.”
The behind-the-scenes story of this 
film may be just as interesting as the film 
itself. The film was originally shot in 2017. 
Little did anyone know that at the end of 
that year, 21st Century Fox was negotiating 
with Disney to sell their entire production 
arm and library to the mouse-eared giant. 
The Fox-Disney deal went through in 2019, 
and with Disney intending on folding the 
X-Men into the Marvel Cinematic Universe 
(MCU), New Mutants became stuck in the 
middle of two franchises. This along with 
COVID delayed the film again and again. 
The film was finally released in theatres 
back in August, and despite being thrown 
into theatres with low expectations and an 
even lower chance of success, New Mutants 
is still a notably competent standout effort 
from a franchise on its last gasp. 
Following in the footsteps of the Fox 
and X-Men franchise high of Logan, New 
Mutants takes a beat from the successful 
Wolverine film by focusing deeper on 
characters and emotion more than action. 
Fans of the genre may 
be disappointed in the 
lack of action compared 
to other films in the 
Marvel canon, but for 
viewers interested in 
character development, 
New Mutants offers a 
slower, but much more 
engrossing experience 
than the punch-out 
action typically seen 
in the MCU. The film 
does end with a quite 
spectacular action set 
piece, but it does not feel 
out of place. Instead, it 
shows our characters 
teaming up to fight this 
unbelievable threat in 
a realistic way. The film 
also introduces the first 
ever lesbian relationship 
between two starring 
female leads Danielle Moonstar and Rahne 
Sinclair (Masie Williams) in a comic book 
movie, which while feeling long overdue, 
does not feel unnatural or forced.
The biggest flaw in the film comes 
from outside factors. One of the reasons 
why this film took so long to get to the 
theatres was due to the 21st Century Fox-
Disney merger. This film was originally 
intended to start a new franchise in 
the X-Men universe, but with Disney 
indicating that they are looking to restart 
the X-Men in the MCU, a lot of the 
plotlines here hinting at things that were 
going to be brought up in later movies 
falls flat. Things like the actions of the real 
villains Essex Corp are illuded to but never 
explained, likely because they were setting 
up for sequels that unbeknownst to them 
were never going to materialize. 
New Mutants may not be the Avengers 
Endgame spectacle that this franchise 
(which started the comic book movie 
renaissance for Marvel) deserves, but 
in terms of quality, New Mutants more 
than satisfies as a fine final edition to 
Fox’s X-Men film series. It fits in solidly 
with middling franchise efforts like The 
Wolverine and X-Men Apocalypse. The 
saddest part about the film is that we will 
not get to see what happens to Physic 
(Dani), Wolfsbane, Magik (played by a 
superb Anya Taylor-Joy), Sunspot (Henry 
Zaga), and Cannonball (Charlie Heaton), 
as their comic book journey was cut short 
before it even had a chance to begin.
‘The New Mutants’ shines
 › Premiere of fourth season of Noah Hawley’s ‘Fargo’ has an impeccable start
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We are looking for a highly organized, friendly, and clear 
communicator to be our new business manager.
Responsibilities: 
• Paying contractors and vendors
• Communicating with vendors
• Maintaining the newspaper's important documents 
(contracts, policybooks, financial records, etc)
• Handling and mailing cheques
• Acting as a friendly and helpful resource to the collective
• Responding promptly to emails
• Handling essential tasks throughout the year
• Taking minutes at Committee meetings and Board of Director 
meetings
• Corresponding with Board of Directors and the 
• Editor-in-Chief
• Ensuring the Other Press' Constitution and bylaws are 
followed
• Participating in the annual audit
• Other tasks as they arise
Must be able to work out of the New Westminster Douglas 
College campus on Mondays but can work remotely other 
days
Position type: Salary
Pay: $11,700 annually
Hours per week: 12 to 15
Application deadline: October 20 (applications will be accepted 
until the position is filled)
Please forward resume and cover letter to 
editor.otherpress@gmail.com
The Other Press is Hiring - Business Manager
ADVERTISEMENT
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Have an idea for a story?
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• Fun events for spooks and scares
• Strike a chord
• Breaking down the various playable 
races in D&D
...and more
Welcome to Dinguses and Dragons, 
a weekly column aiming at 
demystifying and introducing the 
game of D&D to new and potential 
players
The D&D world is chock-full of incredible races, and choosing 
one is a big part of creating your 
character. Each race has its strategic 
advantages (more dexterous, 
stronger, faster speed, etc.) so this 
can be another way to beef up 
your character, depending on how 
you want to play them. Here is a 
general rundown of all the playable 
characters:
Humans
Snooooooooze. In all seriousness, 
humans are a fairly well-rounded 
race to play, but they’re not 
particularly skilled in anything 
either. If you’re new to the game, I’d 
recommend playing a non-human 
race to further your roleplaying/get 
you thinking outside the box.
Elves
Elves live up to 750 years old, which 
is pretty fun to play with character-
wise. Plus, elves don’t have to sleep 
the full eight hours (like other races) 
to recover all their lost hit points 
and spells. PLUS, plus, they have 
“fey ancestry,” which gives you an 
advantage against being charmed.
Halflings
Also known as hobbits in the LOTR 
films, halflings are short, dexterous, 
and come with great traits like being 
“lucky” (you get to re-roll a lot of 
your critical-misses) and “brave” 
(you’re less likely to be affected by 
the “frightened” condition).
Tieflings
My favourites! Tieflings have a 
demonic appearance and are often 
vilified because of it. They also have 
dope traits like resistance to any fire damage and some 
spells like hellish rebuke and darkness.
Dwarves
Gimli did the dwarves proud in LOTR. Dwarves are 
stout and hardy. Aside from playing a regular dwarf, 
you can also play a mountain or hill dwarf for added 
bonuses.
Half-elves
Descendants from elves and humans, they have some 
elven abilities (like “fey ancestry”) and some human 
traits for a nice lil’ blend.
Dragonborns
Bad-ass dragon people who also come with their own 
natural “breath weapon.”
Gnomes
Not to be confused with halflings, gnomes come in a 
variety of sub-races (including deep gnome and rock 
gnome), but they all have “gnome cunning,” which 
gives you an advantage on saving throws against 
magic.
A whole slew of lesser-known races
You’ve got Tabaxis, which are basically cat humanoids; 
you’ve got Aarakocra, which are flying bird people; 
you’ve got Lizardfolk, not to be confused with 
the Illuminati. Seriously, if you’ve got time to kill, 
DnDBeyond has an impressive wealth of knowledge 
on all the playable races that not everyone hears about.
Basically, whatever the fuck you want
Unofficially, you can “re-skin” a race, meaning 
you use the stats and abilities given to one race 
but change the physical appearance. I’m a big fan 
of making characters that are humanoid animals 
(think Bojack Horseman style) and I’ve never heard 
anyone complain. Just run it by your Dungeon Master 
beforehand. 
Dinguses and Dragons: 
oh, the races you’ll play!
 › Breaking down the various playable races in D&D
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Jacey Gibb
Distribution Manager
Janis McMath 
Editor-in-Cheif
People can procure miracles when they work together; there is no doubt that we need one another to succeed.  A few examples 
of this teamwork include activist movements, charitable orga-
nizations, education systems, and hospital systems. Many 
of humankind’s greatest achievements could only be 
accomplished through collaboration. Yet this prin-
ciple—that there is power in numbers—often 
works against us. Hordes of people with 
ill-intent can easily cause destruction. 
What is it in our nature that makes us so 
susceptible to a “herd mentality”? 
WE LOVE TO COPY OTHERS 
And not just on quizzes and tests. Many studies have 
shown that humans have an undeniable tendency to 
mirror the status quo, regardless of our initial feelings; 
one famous example of this being the Asch conformity 
studies from the 1950s. Participants were given a card with 
images of multiple lines. They were then asked to distinguish 
which lines were the same length. When participants were 
in the control situation, where they answered the questions by 
themselves, they answered incorrectly less than one percent of the 
time. In the experimental situation—where research participants were 
(unknowingly) put amongst a group of actors who were all instructed to 
pick the incorrect answer—75 percent of participants felt the sway of the 
group and answered incorrectly at least one time. A shocking 37 percent of 
participants gave the wrong answer every single time as the group did.  
While you may think that copying what others say about a line length is 
trivial, a study (Morality and conformity: The Asch paradigm applied to moral 
decisions) using the same techniques as the Asch conformity experiments, which 
instead focused on moral decisions, also proved to show a “pronounced effect 
of conformity.” When answers on moral decisions were compared between the 
controlled condition participants that answered alone and those in the experimental 
condition with the group of lying actors, the study showed that people often changed 
their opinion to match the common consensus.
This apparent preference to replicate what others are doing isn’t a problem exclusive to 
adults either—it is even seen in children as young as six-years old! A study (Social conformity 
persists at least one day in 6-year-old children) done with both five- and six-year-olds involving 
rating attractiveness of faces showed that while five-year-olds did not change their opinion when 
told their ratings differed from that of their peers, six-year-olds conformed to what their peers 
stated. When asked again about attractiveness ratings the next day, six-year-olds still showed a 
conformity to what they were told was the norm. Mobs love to tell people what to think; people listen 
when others tell them what to think. It’s a natural match.
 
WE’RE AWFUL WHEN ANONYMOUS 
YouTube commenters are jerks, and science can explain why. The term “deindividuation” explains the behaviour 
of these anonymous message board trolls; when people are put into situations where they are anonymous—for 
example in a large group—they act in ways that they never would otherwise. For example, a study conducted by 
Edward Diener in 1976 focused on the actions of trick-or-treaters. In the study, researchers set up several different 
scenarios to test the effects of deindividuation of the behaviour of children taking candy from an unsupervised bowl. In 
While five-year-olds did not change their opinion when told their ratings differed 
from that of their peers, six-year-olds conformed to what their peers stated.
MOB MENTALITY
Are humans predisposed to starting riots?
YouTube commenters are jerks, and 
science can explain why.
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one case, children were asked to put their names and addresses down before getting candy from the 
bowl—in another case they were not asked for their names. Then, in both cases, the experimenter 
left the room—but not before telling the children to only take one candy from the bowl. 
Predictably, the children were more likely to take extra candy if they were anonymous. 
For a more recent example, look no further than online videogame communities. A 
study of online gaming communities conducted in 2015 offered these conclusions: that 
cheating is much more frequent when people are playing with strangers—and that 
cheating in online games can be solved by identification of group members. 
WE REFUSE TO TAKE PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY 
This sounds like a terrible mission statement, but it’s a common human 
reflex to take the blame off ourselves when we’re in groups—this 
tendency is known as the “diffusion of responsibility.” In some 
cases, there is ambiguity about who is responsible, so this 
assumption is justified—yet diffusion occurs even when 
responsibility is not impacted by the presence of others. The 
previously mentioned experiment on trick-or-treaters had 
a few conditions that looked at this: children in groups 
were more likely to take extra candy than children that 
were alone; and when one child was identified and held 
responsible for the actions of the group, children were less 
likely to take candy; but children were even less likely when they 
were all identified and told they would be held responsible.
A HOMEGROWN MOB: THE 2011 VANCOUVER 
STANLEY CUP RIOT
This example is one we all probably already know about, and some of us 
might have even personally witnessed. The hockey riot made international 
headlines for how violent and chaotic it got. Many of the concepts we have 
already discussed were present at this infamous 2011 event; at the end of the 
game, a few fans threw bottles at the screen and then many copied this action. 
Soon enough a horde of people were throwing bottles, and that intense group 
emotion was quickly transferred to the destruction of police cars. 
Another interesting human behaviour that was at work during these riots is 
something referred to as emotional contagion: when individuals “catch” a mob’s 
intense emotion and inevitably get swept up by it. Studies (like Emotional contagion 
in organizational life) have shown that people can feel the emotions they are imitating 
subconsciously through the natural process of mimicry. This does not fare well in riot 
situations—people are easily influenced by the passion of the crowd, so they act according to 
this overflow of emotion. 
While this emotion is commonly assumed to be anger or desperation, this Vancouver riot was 
fueled by a different emotion: excitement. In an article for the Vancouver Sun, UBC sociologist 
Rima Wilkes said that the rioters “weren’t even angry.” She goes onto say that “they were 
having fun.” Emotional contagion like this is also qualified by the fact that it can be a 
trance-like state. As Douglas Psychology Professor James Barton pointed out in an 
interview with the Other Press, Vancouver rioters said they could not believe their own 
actions. 
This certainly seems like another long list of things to worry about, but 
studies have shown that being aware of subconscious processes helps in 
the prevention of making mistakes because of said processes. When 
asked about helpful preventative measures for herd mentality, Douglas 
Professor James Barton emphasized on the importance of education. 
Understanding that it “only takes a certain amount of the population 
that is intent on having other people conform” to achieve that goal 
is essential to remember. It doesn’t take much to sway people 
to conform—but it also doesn’t take much for individuals 
to educate themselves so they can avoid falling into 
recognizable traps.
Ill
u
st
ra
ti
o
n
 b
y 
A
th
en
a 
Li
tt
le
life & style // no. 16 theotherpress.ca
Alexis Zygan
Contributor
Tarot is a concept that has been around since the 14th century. Mystics used the cards to help 
reach out to the supernatural for insight. At that 
time, the practice existed behind the curtain to 
bypass persecution. Now you can learn the basics 
about tarot on Tik Tok’s community WitchTok or 
receive generalized guidance from one of the many 
YouTubers sharing pick-a-card readings. There are 
online communities established to help beginners 
learn the basics of tarot and websites where 
people can access psychics and pay for one-on-one 
interpretations. 
My interest in tarot developed from an ex-
partner’s curiosity for mysticism. When his birthday 
approached, I stepped into a local metaphysical 
bookstore to purchase a deck. His keenness never 
transpired; hence when we broke up, I packed 
the cards into a moving box—subconsciously, 
I knew that tarot would be imperative for my 
healing. Months after our separation, I hesitated 
to connect with the cards neatly tucked away from 
my view. I resisted anything involving spirituality 
due to the negative impact that coming of age 
in a tyrannical religious environment deprived 
of the liberty of choice had on me. For so long, I 
thought sovereignty only presented itself in the 
denouncement of a higher power. Spiritual nihilism 
permitted the commencement of unpacking 
religious trauma. However, atheism began to 
feel disempowering, and I sought for meaning in 
spirituality. The turning point presented itself in 
the form of a mental breakdown, which made me 
realize that alienation from a spiritual practice no 
longer served me. 
I found the tarot cards covered in a layer of 
dust, slipping them into a tote bag before heading 
to a nearby park. My intuition guided me to a tree 
near a meadow. There I slowly unpacked the cards. 
I had very minimal knowledge of tarot. Thankfully, 
every deck includes a pamphlet that shares a brief 
history of tarot, an introduction to the symbols 
and deities, and a guide on the different ways to 
read tarot. For my first try, I tried a past, present, 
and future reading—the first of many spreads 
that would transpire into a quintessential aspect 
of my mental wellbeing routine. My practice of 
tarot taught me that spirituality and healing aren’t 
mutually exclusive. 
When reading the tarot, I incorporate 
mindfulness, visualization, and imagination. There 
are two different types of cards that make up the 
tarot—minor and major arcana. I prefer to use 
major arcana to guide profound life changes and 
minor arcana for daily clarification. I use major 
arcana to seek a cycle’s meaning and closure for a 
full moon reading—incorporating minor arcana for 
clarification. Before proceeding with a reflection, I 
first cleanse the deck. I do this by situating the deck 
on a windowsill for a celestial full moon charge. 
Or use meditation to visualize a cleansing white 
light in the mind’s eye. After cleansing the cards, I 
shuffle the deck. There are many different methods 
to shuffle a deck. I usually implement cutting 
the deck method adapted from casino games. If 
I feel reckless, I lay the cards out on my bed and 
sporadically move them around until I feel called 
to leave them be. This method is likely to result in 
reversed cards, which alters the meaning.  
Nowadays, I find myself gravitating to tarot 
when I feel the walls caving in, as many of us do 
during this pandemic—immobile in our homes 
with a creative funk. Tarot grounds me with hope 
for the future. A reminder that the lessons of 
the present moment are fundamental to what 
lies ahead. I receive guidance on how to alter my 
perspective to align with my higher purpose. 
I believe we are put on this Earth to fulfill our 
destiny. Every mistake and struggle bring us closer 
to uncovering our purpose. If you are new to tarot, 
I recommend visiting your local metaphysical 
store and finding a deck you feel pulled. If you feel 
uneasy attending stores during COVID times, you 
can also find many decks online.
HOPE FOR THE FUTURE
 › How tarot can help you out during quarantine
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For so long, I thought sovereignty only presented itself 
in the denouncement of a higher power.
issue 5// vol 47 life & style // no. 17
Sonam Kaloti
Arts Editor
Autumn is in full swing, and October’s spooky season has begun. Now that 
we’re starting to settle into our hectic 
schedules in the real world, it’s time to get 
some air post-being-cooped-up-for-half-
the-year. Please do practice safety measures 
to protect yourself and those around you 
from COVID! 
PNE’s Slayland
The Pacific National Exhibition is hosting 
this year’s “Slayland—Night of a Thousand 
Screams,” with all the fun of normal PNE 
horror nights—without the haunted 
houses. This time around there will be a 
horror-themed walkthrough, all the most 
popular rides you know and love, a drive-
thru trick-or-treat experience, and for the 
first time ever, guests can wear costumes 
inside (just no face-covering masks or 
makeup!) The event will be held from 
October 9 to 31 starting at 6 pm and ending 
at 11 pm. Visit the PNE’s website for more 
information.
Haunted Corn Maze
Mann Farms in Abbottsford is one of the 
few haunted houses operating this year. 
With a kid-friendly pumpkin patch, to the 
spine-chilling haunted corn maze dubbed 
“Canada’s scariest corn maze,” this farm 
has something for everyone. The capacity 
has been reduced to 25 to 50 percent so 
everyone will have a much more intimate 
and scary experience. They’re only selling 
tickets online and they’re selling out quick, 
so purchase yours ASAP! 
Pumpkin Patch
There are tons of pumpkin patches in the 
lower mainland, but a local favourite is 
Richmond Country Farms Pumpkin Patch. 
With food vendors, costumed mascots, 
wagon-ride entertainers, and an included 
pumpkin to take home, there’s nothing 
more Autumn-vibe than this! Tickets are 
available on their website.
Lost Souls of Gastown Tour
Forbidden Vancouver Walking Tours 
give a fantastic, guided journey through 
Vancouver neighbourhoods, detailing 
the gruesome history of local areas and 
landmarks. Guided by lamplight, this is 
the perfect spooky tour to view the city as 
an eerie place lurking with plenty of dark 
secrets. Tours will be held from October 
13 to 30 on Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays, 
and Saturdays. For more info, visit their 
website.
Halloween Mystery Nights
Get your detective squad together (two to 
six players) and get ready to solve a murder 
mystery in the heart of downtown. Each 
team gets a kit containing everything 
they’ll need to solve the mystery. Go 
against other teams and see who’s really the 
Sherlock Holmes of Vancouver. Tickets can 
be purchased on their website.
There’s plenty of things to do in or 
out this fall, despite COVID regulations. 
With your close social bubble, you could 
always curl up and marathon scary movies 
at home. Try cooking or baking autumn 
treats, begin hand-making your costume, 
carve your pumpkins with friends, tell scary 
stories—the possibilities are endless! Now 
get out into that drive-thru and get your 
first pumpkin spice drink of the season!
Fun events for 
spooks and scares
 › Mask on and lights out
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Senior Columnist
The pandemic has been difficult for many people. People who are staying 
at home during COVID-19 are finding 
ways to keep themselves busy. Whether 
it is watching YouTube or Netflix, Zoom 
calls with friends and family, or investing 
time in a hobby (such as playing a musical 
instrument)—these are all good ways to 
cope with being isolated from others. 
Daniel Levitin, a neuroscientist at 
McGill University, weighed in on the 
benefits of playing music in an interview 
with Fender: “Playing an instrument can 
certainly improve a person’s overall well-
being. Playing even five minutes a day can 
lead to a range of physical, mental, and 
emotional benefits.” 
I first started to play guitar when I was 
in junior high school. The first guitar that 
I owned and learned to play was a nylon 
string classical guitar. I loved the sound 
that reverberated from the instrument. I 
remember just playing and strumming this 
guitar for hours. And whatever tension and 
stress I was feeling slowly dissipated the 
longer I played the guitar.
Remarkably, Levitin says that his 
research shows that playing the guitar 
has positive effects on hormones involved 
with proper and healthy brain functioning. 
“Playing an instrument has a meditative 
aspect that can release positive hormones 
in the brain and can reduce the stress 
hormone cortisol, increase productivity, 
and create social bonding to combat 
loneliness in the digital age,” Levitin said.
What’s more, I was enjoying playing 
the guitar so much that I began practicing 
and playing the intro to Led Zeppelin’s 
“Stairway to Heaven,” and similar songs 
that sound better on an electric guitar! 
Notably, the most challenging guitar riff 
that I ever tried to play was The Police’s 
“Every Breath You Take.” I still don’t know 
how Police guitarist, Andy Summers, does 
it!  
Unfortunately, I have not played my 
guitar for many years. Due to life events 
and being busy with other things—the 
pandemic has not helped either—I stopped 
playing my guitar. I regret this, and I hope 
to go back to playing it soon. I am sure once 
I start playing my guitar again, I will be very 
rusty. But that is ok because it will not take 
long for me to get back that feeling of why I 
loved the guitar. 
Strike a chord
 › The benefits of playing guitar 
during the pandemic
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Remarkably, Levitin says that his research 
shows that playing the guitar has positive 
effects on hormones involved with 
proper and healthy brain functioning.
OpiniOns
Have an idea for a story?
 opinions@theotherpress.ca
Craig Allan
Staff Writer
A couple of days ago I was watching TV with my father. A news piece came 
up that said John Horgan, if elected to be 
premier in the British Columbia provincial 
election, would increase the grant program 
for college students to $4000 a year for 
undergraduates. I told my dad that I’m 
always annoyed when politicians do stuff 
like that. Give bare minimum promises 
to youth vote issues like this. My father 
responded with “Every little bit helps,” and 
that really annoyed me. It annoys me when 
politicians make policy decisions that seem 
based on that saying because I don’t believe 
they would say that to a mother with four 
kids or a senior citizen in a nursing home, 
but for young voters it always seems to be 
the same small changes. 
I am a millennial, and I do vote, but 
I must say that despite my interest in 
politics, I don’t care much about voting. I 
understand its necessity, and I imagine I 
will always vote (even if that vote might be 
for a no-chance party out of spite towards a 
candidate), but I don’t really care for the act 
of voting. 
One of the reasons I feel apathetic 
towards the voting cause is because I don’t 
feel that any politician really cares about 
me. My issues never seem to be brought 
up. I have always had this belief that 
unless you are over 55 or have children, 
the government does not care about you. 
Every election I hear promises of better 
social security, and “a better Canada for you 
and your family (meaning parents).” Well, 
I’m not going to be eligible to claim social 
security for a while, and I don’t have kids, 
so what does that do for me?
Then there are times where politicians 
actually do come out with initiatives for 
things I care about, like college education. 
But when they do, it is always minor 
changes to the point of being a “least 
you can do” half-assed policy decision. 
For example, in the federal election last 
year, the federal Liberal party campaign 
office for Coquitlam-Port Coquitlam 
candidate Ron McKinnon made the same 
kind of grant increase promises. When I 
asked why they weren’t doing more, the 
campaign staffer who I was talking to 
told me that changing the system was not 
part of their plans right now. Increasing 
the grants is nothing; a $4000 grant for a 
year when SFU’s average semester for an 
undergraduate is over $10,000 does not go 
far enough. 
When it comes to things that help 
young people like housing, or schooling to 
get a stable job, it feels like the government 
just doesn’t care. It’s never enough, and 
governments never seem to want to go 
higher than “Every little bit helps.” I think 
governments are more likely to say that 
to young voters for their issues than they 
would to people campaigning for better 
long-term care, or lower housing taxes. 
To get more insight on this issue, I 
asked the BC Green party leader Sonia 
Furstenau if young people are really 
disinterested in voting, and what parties 
need to do to galvanize this group to vote. 
Furstenau said that there need to be more 
younger candidates that cater to young 
voter issues. On the provincial side, she 
noted that the youngest MLA in the BC 
Legislature during the last sitting was 35. 
For this election, her party is running one 
of the youngest candidates in BC political 
history: Kate O’Connor, who is going to 
turn 18 during the election. Furstenau also 
believes that failed promises lead to an 
apathetic voting public.
What will be interesting to see in the 
future is how the millennial and Gen Z 
group feel about voting as they get older. 
Will they always hold a passive view on the 
voting, or will there be a change when these 
groups find themselves in higher seats of 
power? No one can know, but steps do need 
to be taken—whether that’s getting people 
excited about voting at a younger age, or 
demanding more trust in our political 
representatives. Considering how politics 
have been south of the border in the last 
four years, an apathetic voting population 
could lead to unfortunate consequences.
 › Why are politicians so unwilling to make big policy decisions for young voters?
‘Every Little 
Bit Helps’
Matthew Fraser
Opinions Editor
It’s been six long months of quarantine. Months of isolation and staring at 
screens; months where the rotation from 
bed to desk and back was unbroken and 
monotonous. Luckily for Canadians in 
general and BC residents in particular, 
our containment efforts have mostly paid 
off; according to CBC news, the province 
conducted over 10,000 coronavirus 
tests over a 24-hour period at the start 
of October and recorded a less than 
one percent positivity ratio. Given that 
public schools have re-opened these 
numbers should give the wider population 
confidence that normal life will return. The 
question for college and university students 
becomes when will we enjoy in-person 
lectures? Despite being older and more 
prepared to socially distance than younger 
children, post-secondary students have 
been cut out from the return to normalcy, 
but why should we be? 
The past few months have forced 
professors to adapt teaching to a solely 
online format including pre-recorded 
or live video lectures and a paperless 
assignment system. Given that this 
has worked thus far, it should not be a 
massive leap for professors to live stream 
in classrooms or pre-record for those who 
feel the need to stay at home. Though 
Blackboard’s webcam integration is 
not strong, Zoom shows much better 
functionality for this. And given that 
assignment submissions and group 
work have been relegated to online file 
exchanges, there should be no problem 
continuing that trend. For professors who 
are compromised and need to stay isolated, 
maintaining the current synchronous 
standard would be fine.
In the CBC article mentioned above, 
the author highlighted provinces where 
data has divided coronavirus positive 
individuals by age. Granted, the cut-off 
shown is for 20 years of age but given that 
provincial deaths have stayed under 300 
and that overall positive tests have shown 
a slow but steady decline, students who 
want to return to a more 
traditional school format 
should have the option. 
Indeed, if the point of the 
past few months of isolation 
was to reign in the virus, we 
have achieved that goal and 
should soon be reaping the 
benefits.
The past decade has 
seen an evolving conversation on mental 
health, particularly amongst youth. 
Given that that conversation has involved 
discussing the negative effects of social 
isolation, it’s only a matter of time before 
the mass containment of post-secondary 
students forces us to question the mental 
health effects. And it’s not just students 
who have felt the effects of isolation, a 
number of professors have spoken about 
it openly and a few of my professors have 
begged students to use webcams when 
possible to avoid the dehumanizing effects 
of talking to a screen. Since we have long 
known that humans are social creatures 
and that the UN considers prolonged 
solitary confinement to be torture, it is 
certainly not wrong to at least question 
how much mental health damage we 
have done to ourselves by not easing our 
measures where possible.
I have argued previously about those 
who foolishly refused any quarantine 
measures, and I certainly stand behind my 
opinions then. The point was to reign in 
the virus and reorient ourselves to a world 
as close to normal as possible. If quarantine 
was our labor, restoring human contact 
should be our fruits. Knowing full well that 
young adults and other college age students 
can adapt to the new circumstances, we 
should be willing and able to recontinue 
our lives.
It’s time to re-open post-secondary for 
those who wish to go
 › If kids can go back why can’t young adults?
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• ‘Every Little Bit Helps’
• The term ‘baby gay’ can be harmful
• Why Trump’s tax dodge isn’t the 
problem
...and more
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Alexis Zygan
Contributor
Given that I believe patriarchal, heteronormative society defines 
heterosexuality as the default, a female-
identifying individual may not question 
their romantic preference until partnered 
with the opposite gender. This unconscious 
awareness can prompt them to seek 
answers through an “Am I Gay or Straight?” 
Buzzfeed quiz—maybe they are bisexual. 
Keep in mind; sexuality is fluid, not fixed. 
After the person confides to friends and 
family, elders of the LGBTQ+ community 
label them a “baby gay.” 
Is the term baby gay even necessary? 
Baby gay has harmful connotations by 
devaluing the newly-out person based on 
their lack of experience. We should refrain 
from using labels that reduce identity 
to infancy. The crowd-sourced resource 
for jargon Urban Dictionary defines 
baby gay as “a newly out or young gay 
person.” Undeniably, baby gay is justified 
in labelling those who disclose their 
sexuality in elementary school or earlier. 
A part of youth is uncovering who you 
are. However, not everyone can be open 
about their sexual orientation at a young 
age, especially if they grow up in one of 
the 72 jurisdictions where identifying as 
queer can result in a prison sentence.  For 
those coming to terms with and sharing 
their not-so-hetero sexuality later in life, 
the label baby gay can feel invalidating; 
othering them as freshmen to the scene. 
When enculturated as a straight 
person, all the unfamiliar concepts 
embodied by queer culture can feel 
overwhelming. Baby gay has become a 
commonplace tease in conversations 
between sapphics. Refinery 29 combined 
a list of 29 lesbian terms to inform the 
baby gay. The catalogue begins with the 
problematic term gold star, which has 
been criticized as ranking bisexuals as a 
downgrade.
Similarly, the term baby gay 
establishes a hierarchy that places them 
into a box based on their inexperience. 
Even though unveiling their sexuality 
parallels a newborn baby’s first time 
outside the womb, the term implies that 
growth is necessary to reach an adult level 
of acceptance in the community. Someone 
who I know, recently opened up about their 
queerness recognized “[the phrase as] a way 
to diminish the impact of the statement, 
‘I’m gay,’ because it’s a scary thing to say at 
first.” Ideally, we should be able to be out 
without the fear of repercussions due to a 
lack of experience. 
All kinds of youth learn about 
relationships from romantic comedies; the 
portrayal of mainstream media focuses 
on heteronormative relationships. In 
contrast, some lesbians see themselves 
represented as serial killers, villains, and 
martyrs to the male gaze. They depend 
on their community to seek guidance on 
where to purchase the best button-up 
shirt or differentiate between a friend or a 
potential romantic partner. An interview 
subject shared their take on the term “[as a] 
time of excitement, a time where someone 
who may have navigated the waters could 
take them under their wing and help that 
person to grow." 
By eradicating the term baby gay, 
newcomers to the LGBTQ+ community 
could seek advice from their peers without 
being viewed as undeveloped and naive. 
Their endorsement would support them 
with the courage to ask questions while 
navigating sexuality recognized as a 
deviation from the norm. While also 
receiving a gentle reminder not to purchase 
every article of clothing with a rainbow. 
There are other ways to show you belong 
that does not involve a dazzling spectrum 
of colour. Just be yourself and live your best 
queer life.
The term ‘baby gay’ can be harmful
 › Infancy is not a viable identity for newly out queers
Matthew Fraser
Opinions Editor
On September 27, the New York Times (NYT) released a 10,000+ word article 
detailing the tax schemes employed by 
Donald Trump to conserve his image 
and his wealth. After reading the article 
in its entirety, I can tell you that it is not 
the bombshell we hoped for as it doesn’t 
expose any new or unheard-of ties to 
Russia. I do think that these show for the 
umpteenth time that Trump is a failed 
business man, and if somehow you didn’t 
think that he engages in some of the most 
egregious nepotism, there is a section that I 
believe can inform you of that. 
Forget the potential legal aspects of 
how the New York Times acquired this 
information and let’s consider the real 
story in this article. The same day that 
the article was released, Speaker Pelosi 
tweeted: “It is a sign of President Trump’s 
disdain for America’s working families 
that he has spent years abusing the tax 
code while passing a GOP Tax Scam for the 
rich that gives 83 percent of the benefits 
to the wealthiest 1 percent.” Yet, she was 
part of the very house that passed the 
“Great Recession bailout” that Trump 
exploited. I believe the tax schemes that 
netted Trump almost two decades worth 
of tax avoidance starting in the mid ’90s 
have been used by thousands of real estate 
moguls before and after him. Anger at the 
meager tax payments of Trump excuses 
the real problem of tax loopholes that 
the rich can and do exploit; the fact that 
these loopholes still exist basically renders 
any and all efforts to increase tax rates 
meaningless.
Tax loopholes have existed in America 
and have sometimes been exploited by 
anyone with enough money to hire the 
right accountants and lawyers since at 
least the 1970s. In fact, the article details 
how Richard Nixon used similar loopholes 
to pay a meager $793 dollars on his 1970 
income, an act that raised such uproar that 
it subsequently spawned the precedent that 
all presidents and presidential candidates 
would release their taxes to the public. 
Yet these tax loopholes pass congress and 
lawmakers desks with bipartisan support 
all the time. The 2009 economic stimulus 
package was passed under President 
Obama, with a $787-billion dollar price tag. 
Most of that money went to bailing out 
banks but it included corporate tax cuts 
and provisions to protect the wealthy from 
further taxation. The NYT article states 
that a mostly unnoticed provision within 
the 2009 bailout doubled the validity of tax 
coupons from two years to four and allowed 
business owners to get 50 percent of the 
value of credits more than five years old. It 
shouldn’t surprise anyone that Trump slid 
himself into one of those tax cuts and has 
used his tenure in office to make a couple 
more. 
Even the failsafe of alternative 
minimum tax (a program designed to 
ensure that wealthy people couldn’t 
completely fall through the cracks) couldn’t 
stop him. As quoted in NYT: “in 2015, he 
paid $641,931, his first payment of any 
federal income tax since 2010.” To see that 
not even that can catch a wealthy man in 
the midst of an IRS audit for almost half 
a decade should tell people that the tax 
laws are too lose and too lenient. When 
the poor and lower middle class are paying 
upwards of 30 percent of their income 
while business elites shimmy away with fat 
pockets and a smile, the real villain is the 
system that allows it.
But frankly, this corruption is 
wholly and totally unsurprising. The 
Panama Papers showed just how deep 
and widespread these corruptions are; 
if one looks to media for examples, even 
old gangster movies or TV 
shows like The Sopranos 
accurately showed just how 
money gets laundered in our 
world today. In my opinion, 
Trump has shown himself to 
be corrupt almost everyday 
that he has been in the 
media spotlight since he first 
started his path of stardom. 
TED talks like Nick Hanuer’s 
have outlined the evils of 
this wealth accumulation 
for years as Trump has been 
but a naked display of this 
greed like no one before him, 
but that doesn’t make it all 
that surprising. This is what 
motivated Occupy Wall street 
to disrupt the machinations 
of the elite businessmen. This 
type of corruption is what 
motivated the protagonist 
of Mr. Robot. This is as 
unoriginal and bog standard 
as greed can get.
As much as I want to celebrate the 
faux outrage expressed by politicians, I 
know all too well that they are complicit 
in the schemes involved. With the laws 
that benefit corporations being passed 
at every session and the millions of 
dollars they pour into American political 
campaigns, it’s clear that the people will 
never benefit from the politics currently 
at play. There is no point in increasing tax 
rates if every business loss and hairdressing 
appointment becomes a tax write off. 
You’re angry about the wrong thing
 › Why Trump’s tax dodge isn’t the problem
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Humour
Have an idea for a story?
 humour@theotherpress.ca
Sonam Kaloti
Arts Editor
It’s spooky season ghouls and ghosts! While social distancing may make 
trick-or-treating (or partying) difficult 
this year, nothing should hold you back 
from dressing up like there’s no tomorrow! 
Besides, you must scare away the spirits 
on All Hallows’ Eve, lest you pick up an 
undesirable friend. 
Which festive dessert do you choose?
a) apple crisp
b) pumpkin pie
c) maple cinnamon cake roll
Trying a shortcut to get home faster 
during a late-night Autumn stroll, you 
turn into an alley. Suddenly a ghost 
crosses your path. Do you:
a) scream and run
b) greet the ghost—you don’t want to 
seem rude
c) pull out your phone to take a picture—
no one would believe you without 
evidence!
Your friends are coming over to 
hangout. Do you all:
a) pick pumpkins at a pumpkin patch, then 
have a carving contest
b) have a scary movie marathon. 
Everything from Alien to Paranormal 
Activity. No one gets to sleep for a week 
after!
c) bottles up, glitters on, and heading out 
into the town!
You’re in a tent with your vampire 
boyfriend on the top of a freezing cold 
mountain while his family fights a 
war over you. You’re really cold, and 
probably going to die if you don’t warm 
up. Do you:
a) suffer
b) have your werewolf ex-boyfriend 
standing guard outside come in to warm 
you up
c) make your vampire boyfriend do his 
special extra fast run to get you some 
blankets
It’s Halloween! You have so much to 
do but all you really want to do it party 
it up. You’ve got a school project due 
at midnight, a work essay deadline 
tomorrow morning, a party to attend, 
and you don’t even have a costume yet! 
What do you do?
a) why would a holiday come over real world 
responsibilities? You do your school project 
first, then your work essay, but now all the 
stores are closed! Guess you’re going to the 
party late wearing your normal day clothes. 
At least work clothes are scary, right? 
b) you do the project and essay in less than 
an hour—sacrificing quality for a good 
time—then decide to throw some things 
together at home for your costume. You 
make it to the party, looking like no one 
else, and have a great night. Everyone is 
impressed by your costume. Your professor 
and boss on the other hand… well let’s just 
say you’ve got some explaining to do.
c) It’s Halloween baby, a holiday, it’s your 
constitutional right to party it up tonight. 
You dismiss the project and essay, opting 
to go shopping for a super expensive and 
cool costume. You pre-drink for the party 
with your friends and have a night you’ll 
never forget. You wake up a whole day 
later to many missed phone calls. Probably 
should’ve skipped the seventh tequila shot.
• What should you be for Halloween?
• September 30th vs. October 1st
• Surveillance state
...and that's everything!
What should you be for Halloween?
 › Anything but a minion, please, I’m begging you
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MOSTLY “A”s  
Congratulations, you’re boring (and a 
scaredy cat)! Do you even need a costume 
idea? You’re already quite a scary stick in 
the mud. Well, since “boring” and “classic” 
is basically synonymous, you’d be a great 
sheet ghost. You can keep your privacy, and 
no one will try to scare you since they can’t 
see your reaction anyway. You could even 
turn it up a notch and not say anything the 
whole night—just like a ghost! Everyone 
will love that!
MOSTLY “B”s
You’re the kind of person who everyone 
fears already because they just always know 
what to do. Ghosts are already scared of 
you because you’re not scared of them! Not 
because they’re not scary, but because if a 
ghost pulled up, you’d give it a run for its 
money. You’re the go big or go home type 
of person, so you should wear a super scary 
handmade costume. To give it sparkle, 
try doing a crossover (like a Carrie-esque 
plague doctor)
MOSTLY “C”s 
The world is your stage and everyone’s 
watching the show! You’re the queen of 
being extra and you wouldn’t change it for 
anything. You love your phone, friends, 
fashion, fun, and Fireball. Looking scary is 
so 1800s: a superstar like you should only be 
dressed in the best—so why not a superstar? 
Sparkle suit on and dazzle the public!
ComiCs
September 30 vs. October 1
Surveillance state
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Creative Works
Sonam Kaloti
Arts Editor
autumn vibes
creeping up, cozy and comforting. 
she smelled like cinnamon, apple,
pumpkin pies,
spice, and her smile like sunrise. her bloodcurdling
screams bounce off of the skies. her bones’ rattle
still fills me with dread.
glowing eyes
I look at them. 
they know it was me.
they’re watching me.
they’re everywhere.
samantha
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Crossword
Comic by Nova Sawatzky
ACROSS
1. Taiwanese airline
4. Apple computer
8. Hosp. drips
11. Sass
14. De-clogging product
15. Prefix for “suction”
17. Military rank below 
sergeant
20. Type of acid
21. Guitar clamp
22. Pakistan’s national 
language
24. Finale
26. Person who rejects the 
mainstream
28. Id counterpart
31. Former Kievan federation
32. Ending for “Benedict” or 
“Byzant”
33. __ Arbor, MI
24. Heavenly being
26. __ is Born (1937)
38. Welsh canine
39. Exasperated initialism
40. Hex
44. What one might beg for
46. Affable
47. Carnival city
50. Dove’s call
51. US health agcy.
52. Where many a school 
assembly is held
53. Not well defined
55. Each
57. Present-day France, in 
Ancient Rome
58. Stretch
60. Municipal official
64. Cashier’s query, perhaps
67. Bring under control
68. Black and white cookies
69. Supermarket chain
70. Like chafed skin
71. Nexus
72. Tortoiseshell or tabby
DOWN
1. Patron saint of sailors
2. Small glass vessel
3. Church area
4. Like “be” or “see,” for short
5. Golden Arches, in Aussie 
slang
6. Water buffalo
7. Pokémon that evolves into 
Crawdaunt
8. UN workers’ rights agcy.
9. Bug
10. Ancient Greek city-state
14. A fancy vase or wall 
accent, perhaps
16. From long ago
18. Muscle spasm
19. Main idea
23. Coffee container
25. “That’s obvious!”
27. Organization 
providing international 
developmental aid
28. Top-left keyboard key
29. Prefix for “graphic” or 
“metric”
30. Hockey great Bobby
35. Yearly gathering of all 
members, briefly
36. Evanescence vocalist Lee
37. Operate
39. Arachnid with a 
distinctive stinger
41. Set up
42. Verbalize
43. Stately tree
47. Floor covering
48. Not fitting
49. Vision-related
51. Went down the 
Mackenzie, perhaps
54. Andean pack animal
56. Pod veggie
59. Lead-in to “phobic” or 
“polis”
61. Like a heroic saga
62. Star in Lyra
63. Part of QED
65. Stitch
66. Fish eggs
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19
20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27
28 29 30 31 32 33
34 35 36 37
38 39 40 41 42 43
44 45 46
47 48 49 50 51 52
53 54 55 56
57 58 59 60 61 62 63
64 65 66
67 68 69
70 71 72
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Weekly Crossword: 
Some bodies
Caroline Ho
Web Editor
takeitover.ca
election day is
Saturday, October 24
advance voting
October 15 - 21
